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Last year, Sharon Roffman, 2 25-year-old viclinist in Ne
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intarnational Maumburg viclin competition. A single
concert, basically a runatf held in New York City, w uld
decide whether she would be placed first, an honor that
would help make her career as a saloist,
Sharon placed thirg in the competition. Maturally, she
was disappointed, but she gidn't let it drag her down
Theugh she's younag, she’s been through this sort of thing 2
lot, * have a vision in my head of how | want the music to

sound,” she saye, *If, an any given day, | don't achieve that
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vision, its no
stupid person. Its because | wasa't, at that time and place,

cause I'm wrong, or a bad vialinist or a

physically able to embady my musical ideas.”

As a child, Sharon excelled an the violin, impressing
teachers and winning competitions. After years of conser-
vatory training, she was chosen to study with warlg-
tamous violinist ltzhak Perlman, She now concertizes,
teaches, and plays chamber music in the summer,

Sharon's musical convictions were shaped by h
mother, Dorothy Rotfman, a viclin teacher and music
school founder, wha let Sharon do things her own way.
*| didn't like to practice when she was in the house, says
Sharon, Like many women with strong parents, her self-
esteem was strengthenad by pushing eff against her mom

Sharon says she's lsarned a lot from listening to others
"When youre striving for a career as an artist, you know that

you can always be better, | think arrogance is unfounded,
Sharon says. "Confidence comes from an awareness of
both what you believe in and what you know you still have
towork an. Anything else | don't balieve is sincere.”
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