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New Jersey Symphony /Sharon Roffman

By MICHAEL REDMOND

It's a very big deal for Sharon
Roffman, the Tenafly teen who won
the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s
1995 Young Artists Auditions. Like,
really and truly big

Sharon, 17, is playing Tchaikovs-
ky's Violin Conecerto, a musical equive-
lent of a fireworks display, all over the
the state with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra, Zdenek Macal con-
ducting.

It’s one of the rewards of having
won the symphony’s auditions. So far
as Sharon is concerned, it's the one
that really matters.

“My goal was to make the finals,
that's all, because then you get to play
the finals concert with the orchestra. [
didn't really expect to win. Now I have
the opportunity to play with a great
orchestra not only once, but five times.
It's a great feeling."

Sharon, who is studying with

Boahart Tineatt ab the Tinfvereitv af

Southern California in Los Angeles, is
no stranger to the solo spotlight.

Most recently she performed dur-
ing the Manhattan School of Music's
Tath Anniversary Gala.

She has also appeared on NBC's
“Today” show, on “Sesame Streel”
and on WQXR-FM's “The Listening

Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto,
which dates [rom 1878, was scomed as
*unplayable” by Leopold Auer, the fa-
mous violinist for whom the work was
composed,

This turned out to be one of the
epic “wrong numbers" in the history of
music, as Auer himselfl afterwards ad-
mitted.

“The decision to play the
Tchaikovsky stemmed from partici-
pating in the competition itsell. All
three of my teachers (Robert Lipsett,
Peter Winograd, Patinka Koppee)
have & strong philosophy that what
you compete with is what you've
played before,” said Sharon, who
learned the Tehaikovsky concerlo at
age 14,

"What's fun for & musiclan my age
is that two years after you learn a
piece, it becomes a whole new piece,
As you grow, you keep finding new
things reflected in the music."”

There's another side to Sharon
Roffman's musicality.

In 1992 she received the Compos-

er's Apprentice Award of the Chamber
Aneir Snelatr nf Linealn Manter

- Spotlight’s on teen violinist

WHO: Sharon Rollman, vielin, top

winner al tha Mow Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra’s 1995 Young Arlists Au-
ditions, performing Tchalkovsky's Violin
Concerto
WHAT: Mew lersey Symphony Crches-
tro, Zdenek Mocal conducting. Also: Bee-
thaven's Symphany Mo, &' Pasiorale™)
WHEN & WHERE: Tonight ot B30, Rich-
ardson Auditorium af Princeton University:
fomoerow at B p.m.. the Siate Theatre,
Mew Brunswick; Sunday at 3 pom. in the
John Horms Center lor the Arts, Engle-
wood; Jan. 13 at 8 p.m, m the Commamity
Thaaira, Morristown
HOW MUCH: 310, §16, $26, $32,
(800 ALUEGRO

Composer Bruce Adolphe con-
cenlrated on teaching Sharon the joys
of improvisation, a cornerstone of mu-
sie-making.

“(Adolphe)'s so great. We would
Just start plaving something and hear
it grow, It was amazing. It was really
fun.”

Sharon does serious “desk” com-
posing, too. She has written a string
quartet, some piano pieces, and a
work for mixed forces that was per-
formed by the Chelsea Chamber En-
semble at Lincoln Center,

Among the violinist's non-classi-
cal interests are what she referred to
a5 “classic Beatles,” Simon & Garfun-
kel, and jazz, which she is just begin-
ning to discover through her admira-
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Violinist Sharon Rolfmon performs Tchaikovsky's Vielin Concerto with the
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